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	Essential Understandings: 

1. Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes.
2. Research skills are used to make meaning from a variety of sources to answer questions and explore interests.
3. Culture affects the way language is used.

4. Rules of punctuation, capitalization, and usage must be applied for effective communication.

5. Correct sentence structure is necessary for effective communication

6. Appropriate word choice improves communication..
7. Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

8. Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text

	Content Standards:
1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.
2. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.
3. Students apply the conventions of standard written English in oral, written, and visual communication.


Fundamentals of Academic Writing

The learning goals in this unit will be integrated with each of the genre units that follow.

	Essential Question: How is academic writing both different from and similar to other types of writing?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand the writing process: drafting, revising, and editing

	· know how to initiate pre-writing strategies, draft, and revise

	· understand how ideas develop through the revision process

	· know and apply the structures of various writing types, especially narration, persuasion, analysis, division and classification

	· know strategies and resources for initiating and sustaining the revision process independently

	· know strategies for effective use of writer’s workshop and peer review

	Understand writing as a means to explore an idea or concept

	· know how to create controlling ideas and theses

	· know how to write essays that develop and evolve controlling ideas and theses

	Understand writing as a means to connect to the academic community

	· know how to incorporate and cite others’ ideas in their own writing

	· know how to integrate source ideas in their own writing

	· understand how to develop their own point of view in relation to others’ ideas

	· know how to evaluate the credibility of sources

	· understand ethical and responsible use of information

	· understand distinctions among plagiarism, paraphrasing, and summarizing

	· know MLA rules for citation and formatting

	Understand voice as a means of connecting audience and purpose

	· begin to develop a sense of personal voice appropriate to the purposes of their writing

	· identify voice and purpose in the writing of others

	· understand the relationships among voice, audience, and purpose

	Understand the relationship between form and content

	· understand that writing forms are selected according to audience and purpose

	· understand how form and content are interdependent

	Identify and correct grammar, usage, and mechanical errors in their own writing and the writing of peers

	· Apply rules of grammar in the drafting, revising, and editing processes

	· Apply rules of usage in the drafting, revising, and editing processes

	· Apply rules of mechanics in the drafting, revising, and editing processes

	Understand the connections between reading and writing

	· understand how to apply reading strategies to challenging texts and construct meaning from them

	· understand how authors utilize specific techniques to guide readers toward meanings

	· understand and apply effective reading practices

	· know that readers and writers construct meaning from texts


Narrative
	Essential Question: How does a writer effectively communicate real experience?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know multiple applications for narrative form in cross-disciplinary writing

	Know elements of narrative form

	Understand how to effectively select memories and life experiences for writing

	Understand the literary value of non-fiction and memoir

	Understand how motifs and thematic patterns convey meaning in writing

	Know structural models for writing personal narratives

	Know how to effectively participate in a writing workshop


	Suggested Strategies
	· Identify narrative components in texts from various genres (news, lab report, history, mathematics...)

· Read and respond to selected personal essays

· Write imitations of professional memoir excerpts

· Convey a message through memoir

· Distinguish among description, dialogue, action, and exposition 

· Identify and develop bracketing strategies in writing

· Produce writing that provides opportunities for readers to make connections 

· Assess, critique, and establish credibility in writing

· Identify and develop unfolding themes in writing

· Peer edit other students’ work 

· Participate in a writing workshop

· Individual conferencing and workshops

· Effectively integrate input from peer editing, individual teacher conferences, and writers’ workshops into revisions

	Suggested Assessments
	· Identification of narrative literary strategies in texts

· Narrative autobiography portfolio presentation

· College essay

· Workshop participation

· Revisions over time that respond to comments and conferencing notes

	Suggested Resources
	· 3 Minutes or Less: Life Lessons from America’s Greatest Writers, PEN/Faulkner Foundation
· Sundance Reader, 5th edition
· Film excerpts: Stranger Than Fiction

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Linked text

· Paperless classroom: managing drafts, revisions, peer reviews, and teacher comments electronically 

· Use features of Microsoft Publisher to produce polished autobiographical narratives

	Content Vocabulary
	· Narrative, bracketing, credibility, dialogue, action, exposition, connections, unfolding theme

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values


Persuasive Writing
	Essential Question: How do writers effectively persuade readers? 

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand the various forms of persuasion: editorial and argumentation 

	Demonstrate an awareness of audience through purpose, form, and voice

	Differentiate between persuasive techniques of logic/reason and emotion

	Be able to point out common ground between sides in an argument

	Acknowledge opposing viewpoints

	Grant the merits of opposing viewpoints and refute differing viewpoints

	Select the most effective method of development: block style or point-by-point

	Be able to revise their writing for unity, support, coherence and sentence skills


	Suggested Strategies
	· Analyze effective thesis statements
· Write a college essay to persuade reader of student’s potential fit in college of his/her choice

· Assess the credibility of an author on a topic

· Chart the credibility the student author exhibits in his/her own writing

· Identify rhetorical strategies in popular culture and texts

· , and anecdotes

· Identify logical fallacies in popular culture and texts

· Examine popular literature and texts for persuasive techniques 

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write a persuasive essay

· Write an editorial to a publication: Identify opinion and support it with facts, expert opinions, statistics, definitions, examples

· Write a critical analysis of an advertisement in popular culture that exhibits persuasive strategies.

	Suggested Resources
	· Grammar for Writing-Level Orange; College Writing Skills with Readings (Langan); Write for College (Great Source) English Grammar and Composition (Warriners)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Access and analyze entries on “comment threads” of news articles i.e. Slate, New York Times, Washington Post.

	Content Vocabulary
	Argument, logical appeals, emotional appeals, denotation, connotation, loaded word, , call to action,

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values


Analysis
	Essential Questions: How does a writer engage academic inquiry?  What makes research meaningful?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know how inquiry facilitates academic discourse.

	Know strategies and methods for analyzing texts.

	Understand the role of an evolving thesis statement in driving the structure of a research essay

	Understand the structures and forms of academic writing

	Know how critical perspectives are proposed, challenged, and adapted through academic writing discourse 

	Understand ethical and responsible use of information

	Understand distinctions among plagiarism, paraphrasing, and summarizing

	Know markers of credibility in online sources

	Know sources of information and how to conduct research (primary, secondary) with each source

	Understand the mode of research presentation—print or electronic—depends on audience and purpose

	Understand classification and division structural elements

	Understand the process of writing as perpetually revisionary and evolutionary


	Suggested Strategies
	· Writing workshop 
· Analyze a text: poem, short story, advertisement, toy...

· Read a variety of critical perspectives on a single text, both contemporary to one another and historically sequential

· Distinguish between reliable and unreliable sources.
· Read and model critical analyses by various authors and exemplifying different analysis methodology

· Paraphrase and summarize a critical analysis of a literary text

· Paraphrase and summarize a critical analysis of a cultural artifact

· Paraphrase and summarize primary and secondary source materials

· Research internet databases using Boolean search strategy

· Identify credibility markers on a website, in a print article, and in an academic essay

· Cite and create a bibliography of source materials according to MLA rules
· Write an analysis of a social issue using division structure

· Write an analysis of a social issue using classification structure

· Construct thesis statements for various topics

· Revise a single critical analysis for different audiences and different purposes

· Peer revision

· Journal personal style development over time

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write a critical analysis for different audiences and different purposes

· Write a research essay
· Organize a subject analysis by division and classification
· Establish credibility on a subject in writing
· Provide multiple revisions of an essay that exhibit development and refinement of sophistication

· Correctly cite and format an essay according to MLA rules
· Produce a research project reflecting ethical and responsible use of information

· Include research in non-traditional forms, such as narrative, persuasion, memoir and/or analysis

· Revisions over time that respond to comments and conferencing notes

	Suggested Resources
	· Writing Analytically, David Rosenwasser & Jill Stephen

· Sundance Reader, 5th Edition

· Internet databases of academic research


	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Developing graphic organizers in PowerPoint

· Subject specific web research

· Multimedia presentation of research findings (web site, documentary/news movie, PowerPoint…)

· Paperless classroom: managing drafts, revisions, peer reviews, and teacher comments electronically

	Content Vocabulary
	· Analysis, inquiry, credibility, Boolean search, plagiarism , classification, division

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values
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